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To the generations of Afghan non-Muslim minorities who lived
and died in silence of centuries-long suppression in Afghanistan.
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Survivors

In reviewing Afghanistan’s constitutions and legal systems, it is apparent that these laws are based on the exclusion and a harsh differentiation
that relegates non-Muslims to the role of second class citizens. Though Afghanistan committed to the realization of human rights, respect and
dignity since its 1964 Constitution, however, that commitment is persistently undermined by the discriminatory approach of the legal system
towards non-Muslim citizens.

Afghanistan's legal system has been excessively oriented by Islamic thought and values, whereas historically, Afghanistan had a significantly
large non-Muslim population. The frontiers of exclusion of non-Muslim minorities spans beyond the laws and legal system. It is deeply rooted
in social, cultural, and political structures.

Non-Muslim Afghans are neither protected by law nor they had enough political support. For instance, based on Afghanistan law, a non-Muslim
citizen can't be a witness at a court. The law bars them from being the president or a judge at the supreme court. Due to several reasons,
they have been the constant target of multilayered discrimination, and most of their religious sites and properties have been forcefully
plundered by various groups. These discriminatory practices have been prevalent for centuries that has forced them to migrate.
During the last four decade their exodus has reached to an unprecedented level.

The rise of political Islam and radicalized movements have been a significant contributor to such a tragedy. During the past two decades,
in the presence of hundreds and thousands of human rights institutions in Afghanistan, they were deliberately targeted, structurally suppressed
and forced to mass migration.

Porsesh Research & Studies Organization (PRSO) has channeled most of its activities on the issues of non-Muslim minorities and advocated
for their rights since 2015. The “Survivors” album is a segment of a larger project that covers part of the Afghan Hindus and Sikhs culture,
memory, legacy and also document their historical sites to unveil the depth of their sufferings. The aim of these initiatives are to document
minority groups that are historically considered to be second class citizens in Afghanistan who are prone to extinction.



SHOR BAZAR, OLD KABUL

Shor Bazar (i.e. crowded and noisy bazar), old Kabul:

Shor Bazar is one of the historical and ancient alleys of Kabul city, located
in the First District and in the south-eastern part of the city.
Hindus and Sikhs were the indigenous inhabitants of the area and played
major roles in selling and trading of clothing fabrics called (bazazi) and
Greek/Ayurvedic medicines called (attari, spicery).

Following the recent targeted attacks on the community, the number of
Hindus and Sikhs have declined drastically in Shor Bazaar. Most of their
religious sites have been destroyed and are in a state of decay. Their
properties have been grabbed by Muslim land mafia or sold upon them(out
of compulsion). The following Dharamsals, Mandirs and shrines are located
in Shor Bazaar area: Pir Nath Dargah, Badhrinath Mandir ( in the yard of
Dharamsal Baba Mansa Singh), Mandir Mah Koko ( in the vicinity of
Dharamsal Hart Rat Sahib), Dharamsal Shirt Guru Hart Rait Sahib Je,
Dharamsal Baba Almas, Dharamsal Shiri Chand, Dharamsal Khalsa Je,
Dharamsal Giyan Bakhshi, Dharamsal Joti Swaroop (Kochai Saraji) Dharamsal
Baba Gem, Dharamsal Thakur Gurudwara, (Paayen Chowk) and Dharamsal
Jenab Mansa Singh. According to community elders, the first Hindu school
was inaugurated during the rule of Amir Habibullah Khan in the same
Dharamsal.
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Harinder Singh runs an Attari/Ayurvedic store, in Shor bazar Kabul.




Sham Singh, 65 years, runs an Attari/Ayurvedic
store, in Shor bazar Kabul.
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Darshan Singh, 65 years, has an Attari/Ayurvedic
store in Shor bazar Kabul.
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A Sikh father and son run an Attari/Ayruvedic shop in the Pamir Cinema area of Kabul city
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Khanna Singh, 45 years, is a Hindu member of the
community, who lives in Shor Bazar area of Kabul.
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Khanna Singh, 45 years, is a Hindu member of the community, who lives and
runs an Attari store in Shor Bazar area of Kabul.
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In_pictures: Sham Singh,and Darshan Singh, two Sikh Attart
shopkeepers in Shor Bazar Kabul.
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Monawar Singh, used to run an Attart store in Shor
Bazar, Kabul. He was wounded in the ISIS suicide
attack on Shor Bazaar Dharamsal. A shrapnel had
damaged his eye. He died three months ago undergoing
an eye surgery in India.
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Pictures from Shiri Guru Hari Rai Sahib Dharamsal located in Shor Bazaar area of Kabul. Prior to the ISIS-K attacks in 2020, a large number of Sikh
families lived inside the Dharamsal. However after the attack that left 34 causalities, families were evacuated and the Dharamsal remains vacant

since then.
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The banner displaying details of
the National Development
Corporation's project of repairing
and renovating the Shor Bazar
Dharamsal after it was damaged
tn ISIS-K attacks.
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Shaam Singh, an old member of
the community, visiting the Shirt
Guru Hart Rat Sahib Dharamsal
in Shor bazar Kabul, to take part
in a religious festival.
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Tota Singh, a Sikh member of the community, inside Shiri Guru Hari Rai Sahib
Dharamsal, in Shor bazar Kabul.
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Darshan Singh, a Sikh member of the community, inside Shirt Guru Hart Rat
Sahib Dharamsal, in Shor bazar Kabul.
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Sikh  community members
attending a religious ceremony
in Shirt Guru Hart Rat Sahib
Dharamsal, Shor Bazar Kabul.
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Sher Singh, a Sikh member of the community taking part in religious rites at Shiri Guru Hari Rai Sahib
Dharamsal, in Shor bazar Kabul.
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Chocha Singh, a Sikh member of the community, inside
Shiri Guru Hari Rai Sahib Dharamsal, in Shor bazar Kabul.
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Kaala Singh, a Sikh member of the
community, participating in
religious ceremony at Shiri Guru
Hari Rai Sahib Dharamsal, in Shor
bazar Kabul.
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Photos of Hindus and Sikhs preparing the Langar and food
at their religious rites in Shiri Guru Hari Rai Sahib Je Dharamsal
in Shor Bazaar, Kabul.

Jleo 0 33 (i ol po 51321 (g3 lwoslel Jlo 10 25w 9 y9ligusd (yludg yeld
BB L e 0 (> cole Gy 62 9585 G







0000000 OCGOGEOGEEGEELEESECTGCTECFTC o o ! ; i
0000000000000 0o o . o - :?‘_ e B : ; 1

Internal view of the Shri Guru Hari Rai Sahib Je Dharamsal’s place of worship
where Sikhs and Hindus perform their religious rites.
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Internal view of the Shri Guru Hari Rai
Sahib Je Dharamsal’s place of worship
where Sikhs and Hindus perform their
religious rites.
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Internal view of the Shri Guru Hari Rai Sahib Je Dharamsal’s place of worship
where Sikhs and Hindus perform their religious rites.
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KART-E-PARWAN GURUDWARA

Kart-e-Parwan Gurudwara Singh-Sabah, Karte Parwan, Kabul:
A large number of Hindus and Sikhs used to live in Guzarhati (alleys)
Barana, Shor bazaar, and Hindu Guzar till 60s. Later, the population of the
minority community expanded to the newly formed districts of Kabul -
such as Karte Parwan, Shar-e-Naw, Qala-e-Fathullah, Taimani and Wazir
Mohammad Akbar Khan as well. A large number of Sikhs chose to
reside in Karte Parwan area of Kabul. Despite the challenges, the
Sikhs and Hindus built a three-story modern Dharamsal in the area.
Guest houses for pilgrims and a school was also built inside the new
Dharamsal. In addition to religious ceremonies, wedding and
mourning/funeral ceremonies are also held inside the Dharamsal. The
aforementioned Dharamsal played a critical role in providing shelter
and food to the community members during the civil war and famine
of early 90s.
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Adviser Sandpal Singh khalisa and other members of the community participate
in a gathering on the occasion of Vaisakhi festival in Kart-e-Parwan, Dharamsal.
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Community members (old and young) participate in a Jlaoyd 53 55595 9 ()3 51 mel b 4 9 o ygbigin (T e20,5
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gathering on the occasion of Vaisakhi festival in
Kart-e-Parwan, Dharamsal.




A small no. of community members participate in Vaisakhi religious festival
in Kart-e-Parwan, Dharamsal.
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Vaisakht religious festival in Kart-e-Parwan Dharamsal.
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Community members participate in a gathering on the occasion of
Vaisakht festival in Kart-e-Parwan, Dharamsal.
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Vaisakht religious festival in Kart-e- Parwan Dharamsal,
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Vaisakht religious festival in Kart-e- Parwan Dharamsal,
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A small gathering of women and children during Vaisakhi, in the Kart-e-Parwan

Dharamsal.
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Community members participate in a gathering on the occasion of
Vaisakht festival in Kart-e-Parwan, Dharamsal.
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Vaisakht religious festival in Kart-e-Parwan Dharamsal.
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Recitation of the holy scripts during Vaisakhi - Karte-e-Parwan
Dharamsal




Traditional Food is being served after the Vaisakhi festival in
Kart-e-Parwan, Dharamsal, Kabul.
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More pictures from Vaisakhi celebrations in
Kart-e-Parwan Gurudwara/Dharamsal, Kabul.
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Vaisakhi religious festival held in Karte-e-Parwan Dharamsal - from another angle
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The car belonging to Narenjan Das, an ex Finance
Minister, in the Cabinet of the then Govt. of Afghanistan.

The community members have preserved and
maintained the car till now.
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More pictures from Vaisakhi celebrations in
Kart-e-Parwan Dharamsal, Kabul.
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More pictures from Vaisakhi celebrations in Kart-e-Parwan Dharamsal, Kabul
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More pictures from Vaisakhi celebrations in Kart-e-
Parwan Dharamsal, Kabul
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More pictures from Vaisakht celebrations in Kart-e-
Parwan Dharamsal, Kabul

L o)lg0985 «Slusg o (i aol p gl 52! 51 oo, 155
b Gle gy a5 Jluwo o




L]
o
.
3
.
.
.
.
.




o meeeootot sttt e ©00000000000000000
0000000000000 00cnnnnnnn LN NN N X ] :
....... ©000000000000000000
........ ccccc0000000 ®
00000000000 ea ettt cec00000000000
.................. ................ ccccc00000000 000
BB mmmooo ottt e secc00000000000 000
S ©00000000000000000
o emeeoooo sttt ©000000000000000000
0000000 cececcanatatiiiilll A View of the renovated Singh Saba Dharamsal in Charikar city, Parwan province, it has been reconstructed and restored - - - - - -« Piiliiiiiieesseee

with the coordination of Charikar Municipality and Sandpal Singh Khalsa, Advisor to the President. According to the security
guard of the Dharamsal, the houses located in the vicinity of the Dharamsal, also belonged to Sikhs that were later sold to Muslims.
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Se0eessececececitiiiililll A View of the renovated Singh Saba Dharamsal in Charikar city, Parwan province, it has been reconstructed and restored

with the coordination of Charikar Municipality and Sandpal Singh Khalsa, Advisor to the President. According to the security
guard of the Dharamsal, the houses located in the vicinity of the Dharamsal, also belonged to Sikhs that were later sold to Muslims.
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The second floor of the renovated Singh Saba Dharamsal, Charikar, Parwan Province.
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The basement of the renovated Singh
Saba Dharamsal, Charikar City, Parwan
Province.
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‘ The stairs of the renovated Singh
Saba Dharamsal, Charikar City,
Parwan Province.
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The second floor of the renovated
Singh Saba Dharamsal, Charikar,

Parwan Province.
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Advisor Sandal Singh Khalsa, monitoring the reconstruction and renovation.process
of Singh Saba Dharamsal, Charikar city of Parwan province under a new project.
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A partially ruined historical site belonging to Hindus in the Charmgari mosque village, Charmsazi street, old City, Charikar City of Parwan province.
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Sandpal Singh Khalsa, showing a partially ruined religious
site belonging to Hindus in the Charmgari mosque village,
Charmsazi street, old City, Charikar City of Parwan
province.
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Sandpal Singh Khalsa inspecting partially ruined historical
site belonging to Hindus in the Charmgari mosque village,
Charmsazi street, old City, Charikar City of Parwan province.
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The Old city Gurudwara/Dharamsal
is located in Charmgari alley, the old
city of Charikar in Parwan Province.
This prayer room is known as the
room of the martyrs and is built in
honor of the “Jute” martyrs.
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Nangarhar Province is located at a distance of 155 km to the south
east of Kabul city and is the trade hub between Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Jalalabad city is the capital of the province.

Sikhs and Hindus are considered as the indigenous inhabitants of the
province. The community has lived alongside the city’s Muslim residents
and have been engaged in trade and shopkeeping for centuries.
Dargah, Mandir, Gurudwara/Dharamsal, religious and historical sites
belonging to the minority community are located in Jalalabad, Surkh
Road and other districts of the province. Unfortunately, most of these
religious sites and shrines are either on the verge of decay or seized/
sold to Muslims out of compulsion. The Majority of Sikhs and Hindus fled
the city and migrated during the the civil war in the early 90s.
On July 1, 2018, a suicide attack targeted the Sikh/Hindu community
in the Mokhabirat square, city centre, killing 19 members of the
community and wounding another 20. Following the attack, the
community was forced to send their families to India. Now, a small
number of Hindus and Sikhs remain in the city, who run small shops
and look after the temples and Dharamsals.
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Hakim Jasbeer Singh, A Sikh Community
elder in Jalalabad city, Nangarhar province.
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Hakim Ajith Singh, caretaker (Granthi) of main Gurudwara/
Dharamsal Baba Nanak in Jalalabad city.
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Portraits of two community elders “martyr
Amrik Singh Laghmani and martyr Kalantar
Mir Singh “Khogyaniwal” displayed in the
walls of Markazi Baba Nanak Dharamsal.
Both were killed in the suicide attack that
targeted the community on 1 July 2018
in Jalalabad city, Nangarhar Province.
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The ruined entrance gate of Bagh Kote
Cheshmeh (Garden)in Sultanpur Auliya
village, Surkhrod district, Nangarhar
Province.
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The small rooms in Kote Cheshmeh Garden where Sikh & Hindu visitors

and laborers kept their clothes and belongings.
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The External view of Kota Cheshmeh Garden outdoor Pool, where Hindus and Sikhs used to perform their religious rituals.
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..,,'_mfja : The External view of Kota Cheshmeh Garden outdoor Pool, where Hindus.and Sikhs used to perform theirreligious rituals. :
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A narrow water passage inside Kote Cheshmeh garden pool that
Community members used for their religious ceremonies.
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The interior of Kota Cheshmeh Garden basin that was frequented by Hindu and Sikh women to perform their religious ceremonies
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A house in the middle of Kote e Cheshmeh Garden; now
occupied by a Muslim resident.
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The internal view of the
house inside Kote-e
Cheshmeh Garden, where
a Muslim resident now
lives.
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98% of the walls that once
surrounded the Kot e Chashma
garden are now in ruins and
completely demolished.
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edges of Kot e Chashma garden
area is an archaeological site that
dates back between the third to
fifth centuries AD, Buddhism era.
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The hill and the walls surounding
Kote e Chashma garden lay in
ruins.
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Amost 98% of the walls surrounding the land and gardens belonging to Hindus and Sikhs in Sultanpur Auliya village of Surkhrod district lay in ruins.
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The Mandir(temple) in Sultanpur Sufla village of Surkhrod district, Nangarhar Province; The temple is completely destroyed and
has become a waste and garbage disposal site for local Muslim residents.
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The Surkhroad Hanuman Mandir, dating
back to a 1000 years, lis in ruins in
Surkhrod district of Nangarhar Province
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A mandir(temple) located in Reg Shah Mohammad Khan area of Jalalabad city in Nangarhar Province.
Due to security reasons, PRSO researchers could not retrieve information about this historical site.
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The External view of “Gurudwara
Sri Guru Nanak Darbar’s main banner
located in Mokhaberat square
of Jalalabad City.
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Most of the storefront shops
belonging to “Gurudwara
Baba Nanak Sahib Darbar”

in Jalalabad City are either
sold or rented to Muslim
residents of the city.

Jlaoyd b o)l999,905 (o OGS
=l 30 (50 colio U LL 5,95)
ol Fmi )55 oYy obT B
WS gy5 loduns (ylaig ped 42 a5

el oad ool wlyS b g




L
The storefront shops of “Gurudwara Baba
Nanak Sahib Darbar” in Jalalabad City
from other angles
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LAGHMAN PROVINCE

Laghman was established as a province in 1964 and Mehtarlam was chosen
as uts capital.

The exact number of Mandirs and Dharamsals is not known in Laghman,
but PRSO’s field researchers manged to visit and trace two Dharamsals and
one Shamshaan Ghaat (Cremation site) in the province. Both of the Dharamsals
(Singh Saba Takri & Singh Saba Charbagh) are completely destroyed and are
in a dreadful condition. The locals keep their livestock inside the decaying
Dharamsals.

The Shamshaan gaath land, originally belonging to the community is leased
out to a Muslim who cultivates it as an agricultural land.

some of the houses and properties including a burial ground for
children have been seized by Muslim residents or sold to them in the province.
Currently, the community has legal proprietorship over seven houses
tn the province, but due to insecurity no Hindu or Sikh live in the province.
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Singh Saba Chahar Bagh Gurudwara, located in Mindavar village, Qarghaet district of
Laghman Province. The Gurudwara is about 3 acres and lies in ruins.
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Singh Saba Chahar Bagh Gurudwara (Dharamsal) from another angle.
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Singh Saba Takri, a 3-4 acres of damaged Gurudwara
located in Tiglay village, center of Laghman province.
As it can be seen in the picture, the local Muslims use
this place for keeping their livestocks. Houses &
properties around the Dharamsal were sold or
grabbed by Muslim residents after the community
left the province. As of now, the community has legal
proprietorship over seven houses in the province.
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Singh Saba Takri Gurudwara (Dharamsal) from
another angle.




Singh Saba Takri Gurudwara (Dharamsal) from another angle.
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Singh Saba Takri Gurudwara (Dharamsal) from
another angle.
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The Shamshan Ghat in Tiglay village of Laghman province covers about two and half acres
of land. It is currently rented to a local farmer. The farmer cultivates onions and potatoes
on the land. The stone walls surrounding the Shamshan Ghat lie in ruins.
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from another angle
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The Tiglay Shamshan Ghat from another angle.
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KHOST PROVINCE

Khost province is located in the south-eastern edge of Afghanistan. Since
1954, Hindus and Sikhs have lived sparsely in various districts and villages
of the province. With the passage of time, the community was forced to
live in an enclosed area called “Hindu fortress”, which lies to west of the
Khost City. Starting in the early 90s, Hindus and Sikhs fled to Kabul, Jalalabad
and Qandahar provinces, some of them even migrated to India.
Currently, only two Hindus, a father and his son remain in the city. Both
Run a herbal/Ayurvedic shop.
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A wall clock inside Prem Negar Dharamsal, Hindu
Fortress, Khost province.
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Exterior view of Prem Negar Dharamsal located in
Khost city, the capital of Khost Province
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Interior view of the Prem Nagar Dharamsal, Khost City, Khost Province. This place is
known as the Hindu fortress. The holy book is also preserved here.
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External view of a residential house located inside the Hindu fortress in Cawgd oYy cCuwgd piuls (guid axld j5 45 ( JgSume Al S 3l B sles
Khost city, Khost province.
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A mandir lies in ruins inside the Prem Nagar Dharamsal at the Hindu Fortress, Khost city, Khost

province. Bushes have grown in its yard and the Muslim residents currently use it as a byre and
pasture for their animals
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A temple in ruins; inside Prem Nagar Mandir - from a
different angle.
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The Prem Nagar Primary School located inside Hindu Fortress, Khost City, Khost province.
It was established for Hindu and Sikh children but currently it is used as a public school
for local Muslim residents.
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Some of the houses have fallen apart while many are
still livable and are rented out to Muslim residents of
the city for 2000-3000 Pakistani rupees
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External view of remaining houses in Hindus Fortress (Qala Hinduha) in Khost city, Khost province
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View of a lane in Hindus' Fortress,
Khost city, Khost province
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The entrance gate of H

Fortress in Khost city, Khost

province
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A view of shops and properties originally belonging to Hindus .
and Sikhs that are located near the entrance gate of Hindus Fortress.

Some of the properties are forcefully grabbed by powerful
Muslim residents of this city.
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A 2.5 acre Shamshaan Ghaat (Cremation site) located at the center of the Hindu's Fortress, opposite to Niazi Market.
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QUNDUZ PROVINCE

Qunduz province is located in the northern part of the country. The
capttal of the province is named Qunduz city. In Qunduz, Hindus and Sikhs
lived alongside other ethnic groups and were engaged in trade,
commerce and shopkeeping. A Dharamsal is located in Kocha-e-Morgh
Bazaar street, Bandar Khanabad (Khanabad Port) area of the city. The
Dharamsal is called “Hali Naw" and in the absence of Hindu and Sikh
Community, it is currently being looked after by a Muslim. There are
also many properties & shops belonging to Hindus/Sikhs that are
either leased or sold to Muslim residents in Bandar Khanabad and
Cinema Nashir areas of the city.

Following the invasion of the USSR and the subsequent civil war, the
number of Hindu and Sikh residents declined drastically to the extend
that when Kunduz fell into the hands of the Taliban on September
28, 2015, not a single Hindu or Sikh lived in the entire province.
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External view of “ Hali Naw” Gurudwara/Dharamsal in Bandar Khan Abad, Qunduz province.
The Dharamsal is located inside an alley called Morgh Bazaar Alley.
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Internal view of the “ Hali Naw" Gurudwara/Dharamsal
tin Bandar Khan Abad, Qunduz province. The Dharamsal
is located inside an alley called Morgh Bazaar Alley.
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The row of shops, locally known as Hindu gquild[s], are located in Bandar
Khanabad and Cinema “Nashir” square locality of Qunduz province.

~ Currently, these shops are rented out and owned by Muslim residents of the city.
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Jagmohan Singh Bashardost, is the only surviving Sikh in Gardez city, Paktia province. Jagmohan Singh’s family had left Afghanistan for
India after recent ISIS-K attacks on the community.
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Pictures from the site of the formerly
three-story Dharamsal that was
demolished by Muslims in 1992 after
the Babri Masjid Demolation in India.
This site is located in the south-east of
Shahr e Kohna (old city) Bala hesar of
Gardez city in Paktia province.




This site is located in the south-eastern part of Shahr e Kohna (old city) Bala hesar area of Gardez city in Paktia province.

el 0l (3T (63wl (gl (oIS g (598 U g o s x5 ybilodie Cawd 43 (50Mu0 134T Jlw 50 Lol 0599 (T 50 dlbdus Jluno yo p3ad yo 45 Sl
010 Cxdgo 10,5 S e Hlax Yl (B o 50 o ()




Chashama Mar ha (Snake eyes pond), which is located in
the southeastern par of Gardez city, on the right side of
Gardez -Khost Highway.
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Chashama Maar ha - located in the southeastern
of the city.
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A Hindu Mandir, located in the eastern part of the Gardez city, towards the right side of the Gardez river. The Mandir is completely
demolished. The area was practically under the control of non-government armed groups and the Taliban. Due to security
reasons, PRSO field staff could not visit the area.
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Mangwal, a localite unofficially
collaborates with the Hindus and
Sikhs of Kabuland the Province.
He was also a fixer and accompanied
PRSO staff for the field research to
the southern provinces.
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GHAZNI PROVINCE

Historically, Ghazni is one of the provinces that has long been home to
Afghanistan's Hindu and Sikh minorities. Not long ago, around 100 Hindu
and Sikh families lived in the city of Ghazni. However, the ongoing wars and
target killings, especially the recent bloody attacks in Kabul and Nangarhar by
ISIS-K that killed large numbers of the minority community, further
deteriorated the living conditions of the community in the province.

In total, there are five Sikh Dharamsals and a Hindu Dargah/Mandir
(temple) in Ghazni province. Most of the temples are currently in a state
of decay. "Pir Nath" Dharamsal, being one of the oldest and a historical
monument of the city, is on the verge of a deterioration.

Currently, Raja Ram, the last and only Hindu resident of Ghazni looks after "Pir
Nath" Dharamsal. According to Ram, Pir Nath Temple is one of the
largest temples of this religious minority and Hindus & Sikhs visit this
temple not only from other provinces but also Pakistan and India.
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The Baba Pir Nath Gurudwara/Dharamsal, located at the gate of
the “old" city Bazar in Ghaznt. The Gurudwara is said to be more
than 900 years old
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External view of Baba Pir Nath Gurudwara/Dharamsal
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“Guroraka”, a Punjabt word meaning
“May God Protect You" is written in
[English letters] just above the exit
gate of the Pir Nath temple.
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Surbhir Singh Khalsa, Performing the
religious rituals of the Vaisakhi
festival, in Gurudwara/Dharamsal,
Guru Baba Singh, in Ghaznt Province.
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Surbhir Singh Khalsa, the only Sikh shopkeeper in Ghaznt Province.
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Guru baba Singh Gurudwara/Dharamsal is one of the
historical religious site of the community located in
the hill minarets, northeastern part of Ghazni city.
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Raja Ram, 38 years old, is the last and only remaining
Hindu resident of Ghazni city who is responsible for
maintenance and safeguarding of "Pir Nath" Dharamsal.
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The Guru baba Singh Dharamsal-from another angle.
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Celebration of Vaisakht religious
festival , in Guru baba Singh
Gurudwara/Dharamsal located
on Minaret hills in the northeastern
part of The city. A limited num
ber of Hindus and Sikhs from
Kabul and Jalalabad also took part
tin the ceremony.
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The Guru baba Singh Gurudwara/Dharamsal.
(Shri Kotla Sahib Ghazni Gurudwara)
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External view of Guru Baba Singh Gurudwara/
Dharamsal.
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Cooking food for guests and pilgrims who had arrived from Kabul and Slusg o a5 LT M g IS 51 a5 Shlego Iy 138 cpisky
309 ool (3o s &

Jalalabad cities to take part in the Vaisakhi religious festival.




Vaisakht religious ceremony held in Guru baba Singh Gurudwara - from
other angles
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Vaisakhi festival held in Guru baba Singh Gurudwara/Dharamsal -
from another angle
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Vaisakhi religious festival , in
Guru baba Singh Gurudwara/
I Dharamsal, from other angles.
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The presence and participation of Hindu and
Sikh community members in Vaisakht religious
celebration at Gurudwara/Dharamsal Guru
Baba Singh, Ghazni Province.
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Vaisakhi religious ceremony being held in Guru Baba
Singh Gurudwara - from other angles.
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Vaisakhi religious ceremony, in Guru baba Singh
Gurudwara
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Vaisakht religious ceremony: Hindu and Sikh
residents carrying and erecting the religious
saffron flag inside the premises of Guru Baba
Singh Gurudwara/Dharamsal.
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Participation of Hindu and Sikh community in the religious festival of Vaisakhi
held in Ghaznt Province.
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Participation of Hindu and Sikh community in the religious festival of Vaisakhi, held in
Ghazni Province.
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Participation of Hindu and Sikh community
in the religious festival of Vaisakhi, held in
Ghazni Province.
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Participation of Hindu and Sikh community in the religious festival of
Vaisakhi, held in Ghazni Province
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Participation of Hindu and Sikh community in the religious festival of
Vaisakhi, held in Ghaznt Province
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QANDAHAR PROVINCE

Sikhs and Hindus are considered as the indigenous inhabitants of
Qandahar province. The community has been the most peaceful and
tolerant residents of the province and were engaged in trade and
running small businesses. After the fall of Dr. Najib govt. in 1992,
Sikhs and Hindus started migrating to other parts of the country. In
the page 141 of "We, The Ancient Inhabitants of This Country", Eshwar
Das writes that “a total of eighteen Mandirs (temple) and Dharamsal
still exists in Qandahar." However, according to the data retrieved from
the Office of Sandpal Singh Khalsa, Advisor to the President on Hindu
and Sikh Affairs, there are two Dharamsals, one mandir and a Shamshan
or Hindu cremation site

During a field trip to Qandahar, a group of PRSO researchers visited a
Dargah and a Mandir in Kabuli Bazaar and Shikarpur Bazaar areas of
the province. The Mandir(temple) called "Shri Shivaleh” is in a state of
ruins but "Baba Jagdish” Dargah is preserved and religious ceremonies
are being held there. According to the research team, the rest of the
properties, temples and Dharamsals belonging to the community,
have either been demolished or seized by the powerful Muslims residents
of the city. As of now, only two elderly Hindu men; Dr. Ragunath Ashna,
70 years old, and Munawarlal Kapoor, 55 years old, live in Qandahar city.
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Exterior view of Baba Jagdish Dargah in Kabuli Bazaar, Qandahar province.
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External view of Baba Jagdish Dargah from different angles.
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External view of Baba Jagdish Dargah from different angles.
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External view of Baba
Jagdish Dargah from

different angles.
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Entrance gate of Baba Jagdish Dargah in Kabuli Bazaar,
Kandahar, Qandahar province.
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Interior view of Baba Jagdish Dargah, where the holy book is preserved in
Kabuli Bazaar of Qandahar city, Qandahar province.
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Interior view of Baba Jagdish Dargah from
different angles
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Exterior view of “Shri Shivaleh” Mandir in Kabuli
Bazaar, Qandahar city which lays in ruins. The only
portion of the Mandir that still remains intact is the
room with the visible door.
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Munwar Lal Kapoor, a Hindu citizen in Qandahar Province
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Dr. Raghunath Ashna, a Hindu resident of Qandahar
Province
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Ext.erlor view of Dr. Raghunath Ashna's ancestral house,
Shikarpur Bazaar Qandahar city, Qandahar province.

R 91y 150 LobT 4ilags ) wiS1s sl S (g m slod
5ﬂ£d&5«$g?95ﬂbddf




7590 laly; 5l Ll 4ilagS ) Sl (pasd J 3 (9 slod

N, .

BV o W S S

-

W

- ™,
o’

-'Jn'w"‘-

L

External view of Dr. Raghunath Ashna's ancestral house from another angle
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